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The most significant source of new job
opportunities will result from replacing the
large number of dentists that are expected to
retire in the near future. The aging baby-
boom population will create a demand for
dental care professionals because they will
require more maintenance and complicated
dental work. In the future, dental care will
concentrate on preventative care rather than
surgeries and prosthetics.  Job prospects
should remain good as long as the number of
dental school graduates does not increase
dramatically. 
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Dentists examine, diagnose, and treat
patients that have problems with their
teeth and gums. They are responsible
for diagnosing oral conditions such as
diseases, injuries, and malformations.
They also design and implement treat-
ment plans to help patients restore and
maintain optimal oral health. Other
tasks that dentists are responsible for
include locating and filling cavities,
removing teeth that cannot be treated,
treating gum disease, and fitting and
providing dentures. Dentists can admin-
ister anesthetics during oral procedures,
as well as prescribe antibiotics after
procedures are complete. They are often
the first health professionals to recog-
nize and call attention to a wide variety
of health problems, ranging from high
blood pressure to cancer. Dentists also
perform cosmetic and restorative sur-
geries to help patients feel better about
themselves. There are several special-
ties in dentistry; these include oral
pathology, oral and maxillofacial sur-
gery, endodontics, orthodontics, pedi-
atric dentistry, prosthodontics, and pub-
lic health dentistry. Anyone interested
in becoming a dentist should have
excellent visual perception, steady
hands, and be able to work under
extreme pressure. They must also enjoy
working with other people as part of a
team.

The vast majority of dentists work in
private practice or with a dental group.
They may work with dental hygienists,
nurses, dental assistants, or dental labo-
ratory technicians. Other areas of possi-
ble employment are hospitals, clinics,
government agencies, educational insti-
tutions, the military, research facilities,
and public health facilities.

High school students interested in a
career in dentistry should take courses
in biology, chemistry, physics, algebra,
trigonometry, geometry, foods and
nutrition, computer skills, English (lit-
erature and composition), health occu-
pations/medical professions education,
and physical education.

To be considered for admission at an
accredited dental school, a student must
graduate from a pre-dental baccalaure-
ate program or its equivalent with an
acceptable grade point average. They
must also apply through the American
Association of Dental Schools
Application Service (AADSAS) and
take the dental admissions examination.
To become a licensed dentist in
Mississippi, an individual must gradu-
ate from a dental school accredited by 
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